
 

are talking about Right to Coun-

sel as a reality in the near future 

and the NYT editorial board 

recently endorsed #RTCNYC!  
 

The time is now for New York to 

become the first city in the na-

tion to have a right to counsel 

for tenants to defend their 

homes.  Get involved to help us 

reach our goal to pass Right 

to Counsel by the end of 

2016!  

 

CASA is leading the effort that is 
building incredible momentum 

for Intro 214, the bill that would 

establish a Right to Counsel! At 

the first hearing on the bill on 

September 26th, both the steps 

of city hall and the chambers 

were filled to capacity as people 

waited hours to get inside and to 

testify, demonstrating both the 

widespread support for the bill 

and the determination of its sup-

porters.   
 

After 7 hours of testimony, 80 

people testified, 78 in sup-

port, including former Chief 

Judge Lippman and the Bronx 

and Manhattan Borough Presi-

dents, 2 neutral and 0 in oppo-

sition.  

 

Recent press in the New York 

Times,  Village Voice, The Wall 

Street Journal, WNYC and more 

Momentum for Right to Counsel Building at City Council Hearing 
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CASA News 

 

Upcoming dates 

OCT 

14 
6-10PM 

CASA’s 2nd 

Annual Gala 
@  Hostos College 

OCT 

18 
6-8PM 

Housing Court 

Meeting 
@  35 Mary Place 

OCT 

22 

11AM-2PM 

Workshop 

Getting Repairs 
@ 1514 Townsend 

NOV 

15 

6-8PM 

Housing Court 

Meeting 
@  35 Mary Place 

NOV 

17 

6-8PM 

CASA General 

Meeting  
@ 1501 Jerome Ave 

NOV 

19 
6-8PM 

Workshop 

Rezoning 
@ 35 Mary Place 

DEC 

1 
6-8PM 

Rezoning 

Meeting  
@ 1501 Jerome Ave 

DEC 

10 
11AM-2PM 

Workshop 

Forming a TA 
@ 35 Marcy Place 

DEC 

15 

6-8PM 

CASA General 

Meeting  
@ 1501 Jerome Ave 

DEC 

20 

6-8PM 

Housing Court 

Meeting 
@  35 Mary Place 

  

Press Conference before Hearing 

Bronxites Reject Jerome Ave Rezoning at Hearing Unless Demands Met 

On August 29th, the City re-
leased their draft outline of the 

plan to rezone 73 blocks along 

and around Jerome Ave-

nue.  The plan outlines more 

than 4,000 new units, bringing in 

more than 12,000 people, 

wholesale displacement of the 

auto industry and very little 

Contact us!  
 

New to CASA?  

Call Enrique at  
718-716-8000 ext 122 
e.colon@newsettlement.org 
 

Our NEW Offices 
35 Marcy Place (on the 

corner of Walton) 

 

Mailing Address 

1512 Townsend Ave 

Bronx, NY 10452 

Contact Susanna 718-716-8000 ext 125 

or s.blankley@newsettlement.org 

attention to displacement of 

residential tenants.   
 

CASA helped coordinate a 

response with the Bronx Coa-

lition for a Community Vision, 

outlining the coalitions de-

mands for how to achieve deep 

affordability, anti-displacement 

measures for residential and 

commercial tenants, good jobs 

and real community engage-

ment.  

Contact Susanna 718-716-8000 ext 125 or 

s.blankley@newsettlement.org with questions 

 

On Thursday night, September 

29th, CASA joined hundreds 

of residents, workers and 

faith leaders who rallied, 

demonstrated and testified for 

8 hours at the first official 

hearing on the plan. This 

demonstrated our power to 

demand—No Plan But Our 

Plan! 

Testimony at Jerome Ave  Hearing 

https://nsa.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=1954&qid=128385
https://nsa.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=1954&qid=128385
https://nsa.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=1949&qid=128385
https://nsa.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=1949&qid=128385
https://nsa.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=1950&qid=128385
https://nsa.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=1951&qid=128385
https://nsa.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=1951&qid=128385
https://nsa.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=1952&qid=128385
https://nsa.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=1953&qid=128385


Building Highlights 

CASA’s Second Annual Gala 

        www.casapower.org 

Roosevelt Gardens Prepares to meet HUD 
Tenants in Roosevelt Gardens, a complex of 14 buildings, 

are preparing for a meeting with their landlord, manage-

ment and HUD to fix a broken elevator that has kept 

elderly and disabled tenants trapped in their homes and 

unable to attend medical appointments. This meeting 

comes after many demand letters to the landlord.   

Like us on Facebook 

facebook.com/CASABronx 
 

Follow us on Twitter 

@CASABronx 

Social Media Corner 

Contact Becca at 718-716-8000 ext 225 or 

b.asaki@newsettment.org with questions  

Do you have a Facebook 

or Twitter account? 

CASA Allies  
CASA is recruiting allies to help us 

make CASA stronger through 

 Creating art and sharing media 

 Organizing events and our Gala 

 Connecting us to your friends and 

networks 

1420 Grand Concourse Met with Management 

Tenants at 1420 Grand Concourse began organizing in  

April to get repairs, end preferential rent increases, 

and stop an MCI. After many letters to the landlord 

and applying for a rent reduction, management met 

with tenants where they agreed to several of the ten-

ant association demands.  

Leadership Spotlight: CASA Gala Honorees 

CASA will host our second annual gala on:  

Friday, October 14, 2016 , 6-10pm 

Hostos Community College  

475 Grand Concourse, Bronx NY 
Tickets are $15 each for CASA members and are 

available for purchase at CASA events and online at  

www.razoo.com/casagala2016  

Carmen joined CASA in 2011 to get more information on 

how to fight her landlord who would soon be named one of 

the worst landlords in NYC. After attending a workshop and 

learning more about tenants’ rights, Carmen became more 

involved in CASA ultimately becoming a CASA Leader in 

2012! Through her leadership, Carmen’s building is on the 

way to getting rid of their landlord and living with dignity and 

respect. As a CASA Leader, Carmen is instrumental in de-

veloping campaign strategy for the Housing Court and Re-

zoning Campaigns. Carmen raises the bar for CASA’s work, 

constantly demanding and expecting excellence and integrity, 

and serves as a mentor, model and support to so many. 

CASA is so proud to honor Carmen for her wit, strength and determination to build CASA 

power! 

Carmen Vega-Rivera, CASA Leader 

Lourdes de la Cruz, CASA Leader 

Lourdes began organizing in her building in 2013, taking on 

her landlord for failing to do basic repairs. After a fierce 

organizing campaign to win repairs, Lourdes learned the 

power of organizing and was ready to do more, becoming a 

CASA Leader in 2014. As a CASA Leader, Lourdes is dedi-

cated to developing the leadership of other CASA members, 

especially mono-lingual Spanish speakers, and developing 

campaign strategy for the Rent Guidelines Board and Rezon-

ing Campaigns. Lourdes is an inspiration to so many,  always 

full of new ideas, ready to work hard, committed to building 

the leadership of others, challenging herself to learn and 

grow, and always full of love and laughter. CASA is so proud to honor Lourdes for her love, 

creativity and passion for building CASA power!  

 
It’s Heat Season! 

From October 1st through May 

31st, the law requires your land-

lord to provide heat and hot water 

at the following levels.  

 6am-10pm: if the outside tem-

perature is below 55°, the inside 

temperature must be at least 68°  

 10pm-6am: if the outside temper-

ature is below 40°, the inside 

temperature must be at least 55°  

 Hot water must be provided at a 

minimum of 120° 24 hours a day, 

year round 


